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Subjecti The President's Interest in Argentina 

Hunan Rights Improvements 

After consulting with our Fp.basoy in Ruenor. hirer, 
as you reguested on the President's behalf, we do not 
believe that this is the rinnt tine to use the President ' a 
nasa nublicly in connection with the human rights situation 
in Argentina. An exchange of messaacu with the r-nbessy on 
this subject is cttnchc;:. 

The - embassy nolnt.s out throe recent, very negative 
tievel opncp.ts in the Buenos Aires region:- 

— right lawyers or their wives have been h Idn-npe' 1 at 
a sea resort near Ruenoe Aires; one Has been murdered brut- 
ally. It seens lihcly that the security forces are reopen- ^ 
Si&Xe. ^ 

1 "i* 

-- The publisher of the :onlv major Argentine novsnaner 
which hss derionstr ?tci consistent courage on behalf of 
hupan rights is once jorc being held inro-'-unjen-io . 

— At least five labor lea-lorn have been warned recently 
to leave Argentina. (earlier this month a prominent Jewish 
leader fled to the United "tntc3 after being threatened. ) 

With resnect to human rights improvements, the Embassy 
has been unable to verify whether more than three of 3-4 2 
parsons were release! bv the Argentine government in June. 

Vie do not doubt that many more were released but note that 
on July 1, the Interior Ministry announced 114 arrests 
under the state of siege provisions of the Argentine constitu- 
tion and only 5 releases for the preceding week. There is 


80F178 

22/185 


2 


also no further information concerning the restoration of 
the "right of option", whereby state of seige prisoners may 
seek voluntary exile. 

Our Embassy is looking further into these matters 
and we will keep the National Security Council advised. 

Nearly all serious violations of human rights in Argen- 
tina are now taking place in the 3uenos Aire3 military 
region. The commander of the region, General Suarez Mason, 
is a notorious hardline general, and viewed as one of Argen- 
tine President Videla's princinal rivals for power j Suarez 
is seconded by a retired General, who acts as governor. 

These men are being held resoonsible by many for the latest 
round of violence. In fact, Argentina's most, important 
newspaper, T,n t’acion , which has not distinguished itself on 
behalf of human rights, called unequivocally on duly IS for 
the Argentine government to protect lawyers from barbarism. 

There are also signs that President Videla may be gain- 
ing support from other generals for a greater ventilation of 
political ideas with civilian leaders. This promoted Argen- 
tina's oldest party, the Hadicales, to criticize the govern- 
ments's human rights record. The Padicales were accused of 
engaging in politics by the government but rather than punish 
the politicians, the government took the case to the courts. 
The lower courts ruled against the government and the matter 
is under appeal. 

We will remain alert for favorable developments, as the 
President has directed, to. express his Gratification, ';e do 
feel, however, that we need a more clear cut stco to acolaud , 
such as a court decision accented by the government or the 
restoration of the "right of. option". 


Attachments: 

1. State 162292 dated July 12, 1977. 

2 Duenos Aires 5305 dated July 18, 1977. 
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